
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



102 

tention was again called to it by Dr. Brinkley's late communication. 
By reference to an annexed table, it appears that the greatest error 
in a series of ten observations, made with the transit, could not have 
been more than O"03, and consequently it is not probable that the 
error in fifty observations should have exceeded half that quantity. 
Taking, however, every circumstance into consideration, it is possible 
that the whole parallax of a Aquike may have amounted to half a 
second, which is about a tenth part of that assigned to this star by 
Dr. Brinkley. The author, however, proposes to continue the inves- 
tigation ; and when his observations shall have been sufficiently mul- 
tiplied, promises to communicate the result to the Society. 

On the Parallax of the Fixed Stars in Right Ascension. By John 
Pond, F.R.S. Astronomer Royal. Read May 28, 1818. [Phil. 
Trans. 1818, p. 481.] 

This paper is intended as an appendix to a former one on the same 
subject. The author extends his investigation to a few more of the 
principal fixed stars. He divides the results of any one star into two 
parts ; first, alternately or accidentally, and also according to the law 
of parallax ; and as no greater difference is observable in the latter 
than in the former case, it is demonstrable that parallax has had no 
sensible effect on the observation. He next inquires what may be 
the magnitude of the parallax that might be concealed by the acci- 
dental error of observation. Without entering into a rigorous com- 
putation on the laws of probability, he conceives that it may be in- 
ferred by inspection, that it is almost impossible that the longer axis 
of the ellipse, described by the brightest fixed star, can exceed 0"'6, 
and it is very improbable that it should amount to half as much ; and 
as this quantity can never derange the mean place of a star 0"-l in 
declination, it is evident that all attempts to determine the parallax 
by a meridian instrument of any description must be utterly hope- 
less. 

An Abstract of the Results deduced from the Measurement of an Arc 
on the Meridian, extending from Latitude 8° 9' 38" - 4, to Latitude 
18° 3' 23"-6 N., being an Amplitude of 9° 53' 45""2. By Lieut. 
Colonel William Lambton, F.R.S. 83rd Regiment of Foot. Read 
May 21, 1818. [Phil. Trans. 1818, jj. 486.] 

The author, at the commencement of this paper, refers to the 12th 
volume of the Asiatic Researches, in which there are detailed ac- 
counts of two complete sections of an arc on the meridian, measured 
by him in prosecuting the Trigonometrical Survey of the Peninsula 
of India. The first is comprehended between the parallels of Punnse, 
a station near Cape Comorin, in latitude 8° 9' 38"-39, and Patchi- 
polliam in Coimbetoor, in latitude 10° 59' 48"-93. The second is 
comprehended between the parallels of Patchipolliam and Namtha- 
bad, a station near Gooty in the ceded districts, in latitude 15° 6' G"'2L 



